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Due to Corona virus restrictions, member meetings will be online via Zoom, a link to register 

will be sent out in advance. If you are not on Zoom, you can register for free at 

https://zoom.us/ 

Field trips will require face masks, social distancing, and no sharing of optics.  

Please check our website and emails for any updates on meetings and field trips. 

 
 
Dues notice: 

Fyke dues for September 1, 2021 to August 31, 2022 is due now, $20 for an individual 
and $25 for a family.  Please send your payment promptly. You can pay online at 
www.fykenature.org, or by check made out to Fyke Nature Association, and mailed to Fyke 
Nature Association, Box 141, Ramsey, NJ 07446. 
 
 
Calendar of Events 
 Since mid-2015 Fyke's monthly speaker costs have been funded by a generous grant 
from the Winifred M. and George P. Pitkin Foundation. 
 
September 7 to November 15, 2021 – State Line Hawk Watch   
  

Meet at the State Line lookout in Alpine between 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. This site has easy 
access and parking.  Here is a chance to look down at migrating hawks. From September 
through early November, volunteer observers record the migration of raptors from the lookout 
point, volunteer availability and weather conditions permitting. Keep a mask handy and social 
distance when crowds appear.          
 
September 1 to November 15, 2021 – Mount Peter Hawk Watch, Judith Cinquina  
 
 Fyke members are invited to help with the count or just visit and give us your support. 
What better way to relax than under one of the most spectacular migrations in the country. The 
watch begins September 1, 2021 and continues daily from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. until November 15. 
Contact Judy Cinquina at judycinq@optonline.net to volunteer or for more information.  

http://www.fykenature.org/
https://zoom.us/
http://www.fykenature.org/
mailto:judycinq@optonline.net
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 Directions: The lookout is located on the top of 17A, between 
Greenwood Lake and Warwick, NY, and is marked by a pair of microwave 
towers.  To reach the lookout, take Route 17 through Tuxedo to 17A and 
turn left.  Follow 17A up the mountain and into Greenwood Lake.  Keep 
right when you reach the lake and follow 17A up the second mountain.  
When you reach the top, you will see a sign for Bellvale Farms Creamery (excellent homemade 
ice cream) ahead.  Turn right at the ice cream shop onto Kain Road and turn right again up the 
pot-holed dirt road to the lot or park down below. 
 
September 24, 2021, Friday – Monthly Meeting:  8:00 p.m. via Zoom  
Birding New Zealand and the Subantarctic Islands, Kevin Watson 
 

New Zealand, "The Land of the Long White Cloud," is home to a wonderful assortment 
of endemic birds, as well as a rich assortment of marine birds and mammals. Kiwis of course, 
but many other special species that have evolved during the islands' millions of years of 
geographic isolation. Birder and photographer Kevin Watson will be your guide on a trip 
around these unique islands. We'll also venture out to the remote and seldom visited islands to 
the south of New Zealand's main archipelago, in search of rarely seen species of penguins, 
albatrosses and other incredible seabirds. 
 
October 10, 2021, Sunday – The Big Sit! at the Celery Farm  
  

The Big Sit! is an annual, international, noncompetitive birding event.  Our team, The 
Celery Stalkers, sits in a circle 17 feet in diameter for 24 hours counting all the bird species we 
see or hear.  The center of our circle is the Pirie-Mayhood Tower. Teams will be limited to three 
people to insure social distancing. See the rules of The Big Sit: 
https://www.birdwatchersdigest.com/bwdsite/connect/bigsit/rules.php 
To sign up for a 2-hour team contact Carol Flanagan, carolflana@aol.com. 
 
October 17, 2021, Sunday – Field Trip:  Ducks at Dusk 
  

Meet at the Celery Farm Warden’s Watch at 5:30 p.m.  To register contact Mike 
Limatola, mike.limatola@gmail.com. 

 
October 22, 2021, Friday – Monthly Meeting:  8:00 p.m., online via Zoom 
All About Franklin Clove at Nearby High Mountain, Jim Wright 
 

The Clove is a geological and historic gem located less than 10 miles from the Celery 
Farm, but few people know about it. Local nature writer Jim Wright, who does the Bird 
Watcher column for The Record, has been visiting and learning about this unique spot for over 
a decade. Attractions include the scenic small ravine itself, a nearby waterfall, the local wildlife 
and a human history that predates the Lenapes by more than a millennium.  Jim, a Fyke 
member, will also talk briefly about Allendale’s efforts to reduce the number of rat-poison bait 
stations in town. These poisons are lethal to raptors, other wildlife, and pets. Free and open to 
the public. 
 
 

https://www.birdwatchersdigest.com/bwdsite/connect/bigsit/rules.php
mailto:carolflana@aol.com
mailto:mike.limatola@gmail.com
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December 3, 2021, Friday – Monthly Meeting: 8:00 p.m. 
Members Night, Kurt Muenz 
  

Enjoy an evening of short presentations by Fyke Members or better yet, be a presenter 
and share your own photos, prints, collections, stories, etc. Information on submitting digital 
presentations and the meeting venue will be in the winter Fyke newsletter.  

 
 
 

Stepping Up For The Celery Farm 
By Gabriele Schmitt 
 

Congratulations to all of you who participated and counted so very many birds. The total 
for the two days was 80 species, very well done indeed!! It started out a bit challenging with the 
blustery winds early Saturday, but overall the weather was good and certainly the birds showed 
up to reward your efforts. It's going to be a tough act to follow next year.  I'm grateful to all of 
you who came out this weekend. 

 
Thanks to all our donors we raised $2454.  The funds raised will be used for the 

continued maintenance and enhancements at The Celery Farm. 
 
List of species counted: 
 
Canada Goose   
Wood Duck   
Blue-winged Teal   
Mallard   
Wild Turkey 
Mourning Dove  
Ruby-throated Hummingbird   
Double-crested Cormorant   
Great Blue Heron   
Great Egret   
Green Heron   
Turkey Vulture   
Red-shouldered Hawk   
Red-tailed Hawk  
Broad-wing Hawk 
Northern Harrier 
Red-bellied Woodpecker   
Downy Woodpecker   
Hairy Woodpecker   
Pileated Woodpecker   
Northern Flicker  
Belted Kingfisher 
Least Flycatcher   
Eastern Phoebe   
Great Crested Flycatcher 
Eastern Kingbird   
Warbling Vireo   

Red-eyed Vireo 
White-eyed Vireo 
Blue Jay   
American Crow   
Fish Crow   
Common Raven   
Black-capped Chickadee   
Tufted Titmouse   
Chimney Swift 
Northern Rough-winged                     
 Swallow   
Tree Swallow   
Barn Swallow   
Ruby-crowned Kinglet   
White-breasted Nuthatch   
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher   
House Wren  
Carolina Wren   
European Starling   
Gray Catbird   
Northern Mockingbird   
Veery   
American Robin   
House Sparrow   
House Finch   
Purple Finch   
American Goldfinch   

Field Sparrow   
Chipping Sparrow 
White-crowned Sparrow   
Song Sparrow   
Swamp Sparrow   
Dark-eyed Junco 
Eastern Towhee   
Baltimore Oriole   
Red-winged Blackbird   
Brown-headed Cowbird   
Common Grackle   
Northern Waterthrush   
Black-and-white Warbler   
Common Yellowthroat   
Chestnut-sided Warbler 
American Redstart   
Northern Parula   
Yellow Warbler 
Black-throated Blue Warbler   
Palm Warbler   
Pine Warbler   
Yellow-rumped Warbler   
Prairie Warbler   
Canada Warbler   
Scarlet Tanager   
Northern Cardinal   
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 
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Thank you to those who donated: 
 
Gloria Antaramian 
Phil Asprelli 
John Bird 
Mimi Brauch 
Sara and Michael Buckley 
Alice and Dick Cantor 
Judy Cinquina 
Holly Cowen 
Phil Dahlen 
Bill Drummond 
Carol Flanagan 
Mollie Gardener 

Brian Kenny 
Dorothy Ladwig 
Darlene Lembo 
Pat Linard 
Eleanor McKenzie 
Tom Mitchell 
Doug Morel 
Rochana Muenthongchin 
Kurt Muenz 
Heidi Petri 
Alan Pomerantz 
Lisa Potash 

Ravi Potluri 
Martin Prince 
Hans Sammer 
Gabriele Schmitt 
Stephanie Swanzey 
Charley West 
Gail Williams 
Penny and Dick Whitlock 
John Workman 
Jim Wright 

 

 
Field and Feeder Notes         
By Judith Cinquina 

 
 The Sora is the rail of the marshes of the Delaware, and is usually designated  
 by sportsmen simply as “Rail” or “Rail-bird.” Thousands used to be killed every 
 autumn in September and October from Philadelphia almost to the Cape May 
 County line. Gunners were pushed in flat-bottomed boats among the rank 
 growth of wild rice (Zizania aquatic) and as the birds flushed in their heavy, 
 labored flight they formed an easy mark….Great numbers were heard passing 
 over Philadelphia on September 15, 1883, and September 19, 1885, and the  
 flight continued for hours. 
  
 ~From Bird Studies at Old Cape May by Witmer Stone, Dover edition, 1965 

 
Sora used to be the most abundant rail in North America but has declined in New Jersey 

as a breeding bird during the past century, according to Boyle (The Birds of NJ, 2011). Maybe 
hunting didn’t help but the primary cause of its decline is most likely the loss of freshwater 
marshes that it prefers for feeding and nesting. The Sora is squat and chicken-like, with a black 
throat, gray face and chest, rusty crown and yellow conical bill. Brian Kenney and Doug Morel 
found a Sora at DeKorte Park in Lyndhurst, April 25. Brian saw it there again July 28. That was 
the only Sora reported to eBird in Bergen County and the immediate area so far this year. Sora 
has occurred at the Celery Farm (CF) irregularly since 1998 but were always single birds. Gone 
forever are numbers like the 3,720 shot at one marsh in 1884 and the massive migrations on 
mid-September nights.  
 

The first Glossy Ibis turned up in NJ in 1817, nevertheless, in the 1920’s, few birders had 
ever seen one, unless they visited Florida. Can you imagine having to wade into mud and water 
up to your waist to see a Glossy Ibis?  According to Witmer Stone, that’s what two birders from 
the Delaware Valley Ornithological Club did to better view one in a shallow, boggy pond in 
1927. He wrote that the men “were able to approach to within twenty-five feet…and study it 
with glasses.” Since discovered nesting in NJ in 1955, Glossy Ibis have become common 
breeders in our freshwater and brackish marshes along our coast.  They remain uncommon 
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inland, so the four that turned up at the CF June 25 were a 
surprise. They stayed only 10 minutes, just long enough for 
Lynn McKenzie to photograph them, according to Jim 
Wright’s Blog.  More than likely, the same four were first 
spotted flying S/SW over Halifax, May 2. On June 13, they 
were spotted again, all four feeding at the edge of a marshy 
area in Northvale. They dine on insects and crustaceans 
wherever shallow standing water or mudflats are available. 
Water at the CF may have been too high for them.  
                   © Lynn McKenzie 
 

A Red-necked Phalarope fed with a large group of Semipalmated Sandpipers at DeKorte 
Park, May 29. Doug Morel reported it was a “continuing” bird and had been discovered by 
others. Normally, this species is observed on pelagic trips off our coast, but during August and 
September one may show up inland, especially at DeKorte where one turns up every few years. 
The CF had its first and only one in 2001, found by Rob Fanning on September 20. One also 
caused a stir at Garret in 2012 where John Workman saw it on May 4 before going to work. He 
wrote in eBird: “Found by another birder at south end of Barbours Pond. Near the mudflats. 
Saw it at about 9:30. After getting back to the office, heard the 
bird had been eaten by a bullfrog.” All sorts of species will 
munch on birds. Recently, I watched a large crab stalk a Song 
Sparrow at DeKorte, and the CF Hour on the Tower crew had a 
gruesome vision this June 27. Charley West wrote they 
observed a duck with yellow feet “protruding from the jaws of a 
huge Snapping Turtle who was munching on the torso.” On 
August 16, Leslie Young captured a photo of a Green Heron 
devouring a bullfrog at the CF. Birds do get their revenge.   © Leslie Young 
 

On May 1, Gaby Schmitt and the Tower crew observed a Red-shouldered Hawk carrying 
nest material over the marsh, probably heading to a nearby nest in Allendale. Twenty-seven 
days later, one of the Red-shoulder’s chicks fell out of its Allendale nest, and Gaby, a Raptor 
Trust volunteer was summoned. She took the bird in for a check-up, and the chick was found to 
have a lung injury from the fall and also ear problems. During a 56-day rehab at the Raptor 
Trust, the chick bonded with a two-year-old Red-shouldered inmate, and both recovered and 
were released near the Great Swamp in Chatham. Meanwhile its sibling in Allendale fledged 
and was doing well. 

 
When seeing your first Blue Jay of the year in April causes excitement, you know this 

was an unusual winter. Jays read the writing on the wall last summer when Oak trees failed to 
produce acorns, a stable for over-wintering Jays. Although not one Fyke member saw them 
leave in droves, they did indeed disappear. Their reappearance in April caused a stir. Gaby’s 
Hour on the Tower group reported two, April 18. Betty McDonnell heard and saw her first Jay 
three days later in Mahwah, and on the 23rd, Lisa Potash saw her first one and noted she had 
just finished putting out the last of her bird seed and taken down her feeders. She lives in 
Oakland, where bears tend to roam. April also brought a Purple Finch “bonanza” to Stephanie 
Seymour’s Ringwood yard. On the 14th, while she was hawk watching from her deck, a flock of 
over 30 descended into her yard. She wrote, “I suspect what drove them in was the loud calls of 
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the 100+ (yes, you read that right) Goldfinches,” as well as a few Pine Siskins and House 
Finches that “have been devouring my birdseed.” 
 

White-eyed Vireos, although common in south Jersey, are a good find here in the north. 
Julie McCall enjoyed one at the CF, May 15. The next day, the Tower crew declared a N. 
Waterthrush the “Bird of the Day.” Charley wrote, the bird auditioned “in full voice from 
behind the platform.” One of the earliest migrants to leave us, a N. Waterthrush, already 
heading south, was photographed at the CF by Leslie Young, August 9. A Mourning Warbler is 
a prize find in any season. Loren Anderson turned up one at Halifax on May 14. Two days later, 

Maryann Fahey found it still there, and the next day, Doug not 
only bagged that Mourning, he also listed 16 other warblers at 
Halifax, including Worm-eating, Bay-breasted, Blackpoll, 
Canada, and Wilson’s among others. That’s a good haul. But 
icing on the cake was the Olive-sided Flycatcher he also scored 
that day, along with six other flycatchers, including a Least. 
Lisa Potash had an Alder Flycatcher at Halifax, May 18. 
According to Boyle, we’re at the southeastern limit of its 
breeding range. It prefers overgrown fields and swamps like  

  © Leslie Young            the Great Swamp and Troy Meadows. 
     

Just a little over a century ago our trees helped support our local iron industry. Now 
they have the freedom to grow large, provide nest cavities for our largest woodpecker, topple 
over, rot and become infested with carpenter ants and other delicacies so Pileated 
Woodpeckers can thrive. One of those large trees stands in the deer exclosure at the CF. Once 
again Pileateds nested successfully in that tree. On May 21, Brian Kenney photographed an 
adult feeding young in that tree cavity, and on June 1, he discovered three fledglings, one male 
and two female, and their parents in the area. On June 21, Stephanie Seymour observed a 
female Pileated with two female young in her Ringwood yard. The fledglings were following the 
adult female around, and when they weren’t finding food on their own, she was “stuffing food 
into their beaks,” Stephanie wrote.  Five N. Flickers hunted my patio and the surrounding leaf 
litter for ants and bugs here in Upper Saddle River, August 7. Two young males followed the 
adult male around as he demonstrated how and where to hunt prey. The adult female was 
shadowed by a third male fledgling. Occasionally, she stopped to feed him. Chickadees, who are 
also cavity nesters, successfully fledged a second brood in a nest box in Mike Limatola’s 
HoHoKus yard, July 13.  

 
Neil MacLennon observed a Rose-breasted Grosbeak at the CF, May 18. On July 21, Tom 

and Sharon Mitchell heard an unfamiliar bird call while 
standing in “Fred’s Field” at the CF. Using the Merlin app, 
Tom identified the call as the “teeyoo tremolo” of an 
immature Rose-breasted Grosbeak. Sharon researched and 
found that the CF is at the south end of their breeding range. 
Tom wrote to Rob Fanning to inquire if the species nested at 
the Farm. Rob replied, “They are known to be rare nester at 
the CF and nearby areas…They do start migrating around 
this time with August to early September being the peak of 
their migration.” After two reports of CF birders strafed by a        © Michael Sterling  
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male Red-winged Blackbird at the Phairs Pond milkweed patch, Jim Wright checked it out, 
July 28, and was attacked himself. Realizing that the male was likely defending young, Jim 
closed off the field temporarily. Michael Sterling posted a close-up photo of the intimidating 
male on the attack, epaulets erect and threatening.                 
         
 After living in Hawthorne for 30 years, Carol Flanagan heard her first local Great 
Horned Owl near her home, July 23.  Neal MacLennan reported one calling at the CF, April 26. 
That owl was probably the same Great Horned Lisa and Bob Safier heard and saw over the 
spring and summer months in Allendale. Lisa wrote, “In the spring we heard two Great 
Horneds calling to one another but have not heard two in several months. We worried that the 
mate is the owl that was found to have died from poisoning.” In mid-August, one perched on 
the Safier’s chimney and hooted for twenty minutes. She wrote, “It echoed in our chimney and 
was quite loud…as well as very cool.” One of her neighbors reported a similar event a couple 
weeks earlier. 

 
Common Nighthawks will be cleaving sunsets in late August through early September. 

The CF platform is a good place to view them. In addition to the N. Waterthrush, other 
warblers will be heading south, some in different garb. And, of course, don’t forget to visit a 
hawk watch at least once. Hundreds and even thousands of Broad-winged Hawks move 
through in mid-September. Don’t miss out on the spectacle. Enjoy each new arrival and share 
your observations with us all. Join our discussion group at fykenature@groups.io where many 
of the reports for this column originated. Or send your observations to me at 
judycinq@optonline.net.  
 

 
 
Welcome New Members 
 

Katarina Fantulin, Midland Park 
William Giaimo, Wyckoff 
Amy Griffin, Family Membership, Waldwick 
Suzanne Ishii, Family Membership, Cliffside Park 
Timothy Judge, Tarrytown, NY 
Louie/Thorne, Family Membership, Allendale 
Rebecca Meister, Wilmington, DE 
Alexander Mirante, Family Membership, Allendale 
Karen and Ken Moll, Family Membership, Hackettstown 

 
 
From the Editor to all Fyke Members: 
 
 Please send items you think would be of interest to our group. News, features, articles 
on wildlife observation, conservation issues, book reviews, field notes, humorous first-person 
bird/nature related stories. All submissions will be gratefully appreciated! 
 
 
 

mailto:fykenature@groups.io
mailto:judycinq@optonline.net
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From the Archives 
 

VIEW FROM THE PLATFORM 
By Judith Cinquina 

(October 1985) 
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Fyke Board of Trustees:    Chairpersons: 
 
President:   Mike Limatola  Celery Farm:    Stiles Thomas  
First Vice President: Gabriele Schmitt       Mike Limatola 
Second Vice President:          Gabriele Schmitt 
Treasurer:   Kurt Muenz        Fred Weber 
Recording Secretary: Molly Gardener          Jim Wright 
Corresponding Secretary: Mimi Brauch   Conservation:  Gabriele Schmitt   
Trustees:   Sue Dougherty   Hawk Watch:   Judith Cinquina 

Darlene Lembo  Newsletter:    Carol Flanagan 
Doug Morel   Programs:   

        Publicity:    Gabriele Schmitt  
        Webmaster:    Kevin Watson 
          
 
The Fyke Nature Association, a 501 (c) (3) organization, meets eight times a year. 
These are the meeting dates for 2021 and 2022.  All are Fridays. 
 
September 24, 2021 
October 22, 2021 
November 2021 – no 
meeting 
December 3, 2021 
January 28, 2022 

February 25, 2022 
March 25, 2022 
April 22, 2022 
May 20, 2022 
June - no meeting 
July - no meeting 

August - no meeting 
September 23, 2022 
October 28, 2022 
November - no meeting 
December 2, 2022

  
 Meetings and membership are open to all.  Annual dues:  Individual — $20.00;  
Family — $25.00.  For further information, write to Box 141, Ramsey, NJ 07446, visit our 
website www.fykenature.org, or contact Mike Limatola, President, mike.limatola@gmail.com. 
The Newsletter is published four times a year and manuscripts and artwork are welcome. 
Editor:  Carol Flanagan, carolflana@aol.com. 
 
The deadline for the Winter 2021 issue is October 20, 2021.  Send material to Box 141, 
Ramsey, NJ 07446, or via e-mail to carolflana@aol.com.  

 
 
 
 

http://www.fykenature.org/
mailto:mike.limatola@gmail.com
mailto:carolflana@aol.com
mailto:carolflana@aol.com

