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The Celery Farm in Allendale offers visitors splendid views and a nature trail that circles Lake Appert.
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GARY JUNG/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

It s simply 107-acres of ‘heaven’

B\ JIM WRIGHT
SPECIAL TO TOWN JOURNAL

The Celery Farm is a magical place of water, woods
and sky, where great blue herons are commonplace
and cell phones are fairly rare

The Celery Farm means a sense of community, a
place with nifty neighbors, a place where my wife and
I have met some extraordinary people over the past
six-plus years and established lasting friendships.

It means Marsh Warden Stiles Thomas and his
wife, Lillian, whose love for both the Celery Farm and
Allendale is contagious

The Celery Farm means we live in a town that 25
years ago had the foresight to put aside what has
grown into a 107-acre refuge for humans and all sorts
of creatures - and a town that now has the common
sense to keep it that way.

The Celery Farm means amazing moments, like a
hummingbird flying backward, an osprey snaring a
fish in the middle of the lake, or a child thrilled about
all the painted turtles and frogs he can see

The Celery Farm means Lake Appert and that
small patch of wilderness that lies just beyond my
backyard. It means sitting on a bench and holding
hands, or watching nature, or just thinking about mat
ters large and small

The Celery Farm means a bunch of volunteers who
groom the trails and install the benches and add the
wood chips and keep the place natural, but spiffy

It means “The Hour on the Tower” most Sunday

mornings in the summer and fall, where good bird-
ers tell bad jokes and see how many different species
of birds they can see in 60 minutes — and not a minute
more.

The Celery Farm means taking an early-morning
walk in fresh snow and being the first one to make
tracks - if you don’t count the fox and squirrels and
deer. Then watching the eager skaters arrive with
shovels to clear enough space on the lake for a rous-
ing game or two of pond hockey.

It means taking an early morning walk in early
spring, and hearing the peepers and seeing the insis-
tent young skunk cabbage push its way through the
ground.

It means taking an early morning walk in summer,
and hearing the kingfisher before you see it, and hear-
ing all those Canada geese and wishing you didn’t

It means a bracing early-morning walk in autumn,
with fallen leaves crunching underfoot and squadrons
of birds taking flight for points south.

Perhaps most of all for me, it means memories of
the day my wife and I got married at the observation
deck known as the Warden’s Watch. In late Decem-
ber. After a snowfall. With family and friends. Who
eventually thawed out.

Quite a place, that Celery Farm.

Editor’s Note: Allendale resident Jim Wright
is the author of “In the Presence of Nature: The
Celery Farm Natural Area, Allendale, New Jer-
sey” and “Duck Enough To Fly” and is deputy
editorial page editor for The Record.

‘The Celery Farm is a magical place
of water, woods and sky...

NM WRIGHT

ALLENDAL!
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‘The Celery Farm is just beautiful,
and we enjoy walking through
nature, learning about the sur-
rounding area and all the species

that visit here’

Marion Gottlieb
Ramsey

A nature lover shares h

Q&A with the
Celery Farm’s
Marsh Warden

BY JOE OLIVIERI
OF TOWN JOURNAL

Stiles Thomas is a friend of the
woods

_For 50 years Allendale’s Marsh
Warden has been urging others to
take good care of the Celery Farm,
starting in 1956 with a letter to the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

“Wetlands are hard to find these
days,” he wrote.

In the late 1970s, he and former
mayor Edward FitzPatrick spear-
headed efforts to protect the
unique nature preserve. They went
to the New Jersey Conservation
Foundation to convince the group
to purchase the land

Thomas was dubbed “Marsh
Warden” soon after the borough
bought the property and he has
been the authority on all things
natural in Allendale ever since.

He continues his decades-long
advocacy of wildlife to this day,
leading bird tours, where visitors
might view some of the more exot-
ic species

Viewing Thomas is much easier
- a welcome station dedicated to
him greets nature lovers as they
enter the Celery Farm

Thomas talked with Town Jour-
nal to discuss the future of the Cel-
ery Farm, what 25 years means to
him and how it all began

TJ: After 25 years, what does
this anniversary mean to you?

ST: Well, it does mean an awful
lot to me. The place started out as
60 acres initially in 1981 and
we've, one way or another, secured
additional land and it's now at 107
acres.

This has given us the impetus to
give us a few more acres in the
near future, [ think.
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‘We love to visit the Celery Farm
to see the different birds that
migrate here. We’re here today
because the kingfishers are out’

Russell Ditchfield-Agboh
Maywood

PAGE 3

W)

‘I come to the Celery Farm to
walk. T like the trail and at the
same time, it gives me an opportu-
nity to see all of the birds. We just
saw a blue one on the trail’

ANTHONY VASSALLO/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Nicole Hernandez
Allendale

S passion
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Marsh Warden Stiles Thomas, the authority on all things natural in Allendale, poses with the beloved Celery Farm.

The one thing that gives me the
most pleasure is the hundreds of
people who have made new
friendships there. This could go
into the thousands, but certainly
hundreds of people who are inter-
ested in nature and land preserva-
tion have made the acquaintance
of kindred souls and they have
developed friendships that they
haven’t had before.

Another thing that has given me
great pleasure is that all the work
at the Celery Farm, except the
heavy, heavy work, is done by vol-
unteers. | could single out two or
three who work there tirelessly,
some almost every day in improv-
ing the trails in different ways. And
we've had much help from the Boy
Scouts in Allendale.

TJ: What do you see for future
anniversaries of the Celery Farm?
ST: I hope that next time we'll
have an anniversary...we've been
successful in acquiring more
acreage, either directly or through

conservation easement.

1 am going to be going before
the council in October along with
a fellow in town by the name of
Charlie West. He is chairman of
the Fyke Nature Association Con-
servation Committee.

And he and 1 have a proposal
which we're going to present to the
council. Our idea will not cost the
borough taxpayers one penny. It'll
all be taken care of by the Nature
Association.

TJ: This will be going for more
acres?

ST: Yep. 1 can’t go into any more
detail because I have to advise the
council of this. It would be prema-
ture.

TJ: How does the 25th anniver-
sary compare to the first one, or
when it was getting started?

ST: Of course the attendance at
the Celery Farm is so much greater
than in 1981. We did have a grand
opening officiated by the late may-

or Edward FitzPatrick, for whom
we wouldn’t have the Celery Farm
if it weren't for Ed.

His daughter cut a ribbon of cel-
ery to enter the farm, which is sort
of fun. Celery strung together.

TJ: Who were the VIPs at the
picnic?

ST: We had houseguests come
up from Maryland - people who
used to live in Allendale. People
come down from Maine and Penn-
sylvania, New York state. A lot of
the old-timers. Conservationists.

Two of them, two ladies, Martha
Webster and Teppe Sjolander, pre-
pared part of the application that
went to the DEP to secure Green
Acres funds.

TJ: What part of your job as
marsh warden do you enjoy the
most? Take the most pride in?

ST: Showing people birds along
the trail.

TJ: Why is it important to pre-

serve the Celery Farm and open
?

ST: You know as much as | do
how important it is. Because
they’re all disappearing so quickly
and for our children and our chil-
dren’s children.

TJ: Obviously the Celery Farm
means a lot to you. What about
the Celery Farm jumps out at you
and makes all the effort seem
worthwhile?

ST: From time to time as 1 walk
around, it just hits me how beauti-
ful it is. Might be my mood, or the
day, or the sun just comes through
or the sun coming through the
mist.

I enjoy meeting people along the
trail and seeing their enjoyment.
Sharing their enjoyment.

Joe Olivieri’s e-mail address is
olivieri@northjersey.com or phone
201-612-5430
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From left, Martha Webster,
Marsh Warden Stiles Thomas
and Teppe Sjolander pose
with next year's fundraising
calendar at the Celery Farm's
25th anniversary picnic. The
three environmentalists
helped apply for the Green
Acres grant that preserved
the Celery Farm for future
generations.

praise preservation pioneers

Master of Ceremonies James Wright sprinkled bird-watching
humor into his welcoming remarks.
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Diamond in rough becomes ‘crown ]ewel

Making history at
the Celery Farm

BY JOE OLIVIERI
OF TOWN JOURNAL

There is a time machine on
Franklin Turnpike.

The Celery Farm transports its
visitors to a time when woods were
the norm.

Younger residents have grown
up with a protected Lake Appert.
Others moved into town after the
marsh was preserved.

But those who have watched
the Celery Farm evolve - from an
actual farm to a fish hatchery to a
wildlife preserve - have seen their
1,800-acre town expand while one
corner remains the same.

TYNYNOr tllMOJ. 9002 '1Z ¥438W31d3S 'AVASHNHL

Agrarian Beginnings

Former Allendale Mayor Curly

Shaw moved to town a little before
1948. “There must have been only
2,000 people there at the time)” he
said.

Back then, the Celery Farm had
gotten its name from the original
use of the land. A local family had
been farming celery not long
before Bob Pirie moved to town 50
years ago.

GARY JUNG/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Celery Farm visitors climb to the top of platforms to see birds flying over majestic Lake Appert.

that were there)” he said.
“I think they still had a couple of

“It was a real peet bog and
marshland with water in the pond
that was used for irrigating the cel-
ery and any other types of crops

hot houses where they prepared
and probably got the celery ready

SEE JEWEL, PAGE 43
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FROM PAGE 5

to plant,” he said. “It was an open
space, as we had a lot of open
space at the time”

Playing in the Shadow of
Industry

Business had wound down at
the farm from the 1950s into the
1960s. Grassy Forks Fisheries had
replaced the fields of celery on a
part of the land.

Residents describe the property
in those years as a sleepy place,
largely forgotten by industry and
embraced by children.

“I remember it was a great place
for my kids to go fishing and find
goldfish,” said Bud Blide, American
Legion Post 204 commander and
a 42-year Allendale resident.

“There was a goldfish (hatchery)
down farther towards town and
the goldfish always seemed to get
free and float upstream,” he said.
“And my children would catch
them and bring them, which was
fine”

“They would play down there
summer, winter, fall and so on,” he
added. “It was a great place to go
and the water was never deep
enough to where you had to worry
about them drowning”

Council Member Jim Strauch
fondly remembers bicycling and
walking through the trails.

“Grandpa (John) Bajor was still
doing some farming operation at
what is now the end of Fox Run
and it was pretty much vacant
land,” he said. “The kids were pret-
ty much playing, losing boots in the
mud that seemed to sink forever”

He said people rode horses on
the property as well.

Thg Pa_th‘t_p_ ?re;grvqtion ‘

GARY JUNG/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Neighbors of all ages can appreciate nature at the Cgle_ry
Farm, which is maintained by the Fyke Nature Association and

the borough of Allendale.
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The Path to Preservation

By the 1970s, Allendale natural-
ist Stiles Thomas had already been
advocating preserving the Celery
Farm for decades.

But the Celery Farm’s future
would change after Thomas
teamed up with then-Allendale
Mayor Edward FitzPatrick.

Blide was a member of the bor-
ough council from 1975 to 1986.
“A few years later, FitzPatrick came
to the council and said, “You know,
we ought to see if we can’t hold
this wonderful piece of property
down there,” he said.

“And he had been speaking to
Stiles Thomas,” said Blide. “Now
Stiles was 1001 percent for some-
thing we could do”

Time was working against the
conservationists because J. Nevins
McBride wanted to sell the prop-

erty.

“We went through hell’s half-
acre a couple of times because
McBride... would have sold to
anybody had they given the right
figure, but he and FitzPatrick were
very, very good friends,” said Blide.

He said FitzPatrick had worked
as a lawyer for the real estate entre-
preneur and had gotten to know
him over the years.

“Since (McBnide) owned most
of the property, he gave us what I
thought was a pretty good price,’
he said.

New Jersey Conservation
Foundation and Green Acres

Strauch said the borough did
not have the money to purchase
the Celery Farm outright, regard-
less of the bargain.

“What happened, the New Jer-
sey Conservation Foundation
stepped in, realizing the borou&h
could not fund the purchase,” he

Neighbors of all ages can appreciate nature at the Celery

WRT——

Farm, which is maintained by the Fyke Nature Association and

the borough of Allendale.

said.

On Oct. 24, 1979, the founda-
tion would acquire 64.4 acres of
the Celery Farm from Grassy
Forks Fisheries at a value of
$248,500.

It would hold the properties on
Block 801, Lots 18, 1 and 10 for
three years as the borough got its
finances in order.

Allendale applied for New Jer-
sey Department of Environmental
Protection Green Acres funding,
which would help preserve open
space and recreational develop-
ment.

And on Jan. 19, 1981, the state
approved $124,250 to help the
borough.

Blide said the borough took out
a bond for the rest of the money
and soon the Celery Farm
belonged to Allendale.

Growth and Appreciation

The Celery Farm has since
grown from that initial purchase.

Strauch said in the past, devel-
opers would deed property to the
borough to contribute to the pre-
serve.

“For example, Meadow Lane,
which is off of Cottage Place, when
they developed that, they gave
three acres to the Celery Farm,” he
said.

The most recent acquisition was
a seven-acre tract donated by the
Laino Brothers, whose buildings
were among the latest to be devel-
oped in town.

Strauch said he was only 12 or
13 at the time of the Celery Farm’s
purchase. Back then, there was so
much open space that few people
were thinking about preservation.

“The loss of the Celery Farm

then was inconsequential,” he said.
“The loss of it today would be dev-
astating”

“Since acquiring the Celery
Farm, we've lost over 300 acres,”
he said. “That’s a lot because we
only have 1,800 acres in Allendale.
We're not a big town”

Today, the Celery Farm remains
a treasured piece of Allendale’s
past.

Pirie said the majority of towns-
people were in favor of acquiring
property for the preserve.

Shaw said the borough pre-
served the Celery Farm “mainly for
people to have walking trails.
Growing up, I remember the kids
and parents could take walks and
kids could fish”

He said Thomas helped create
the 1.5 miles of trails through the
preserve, which have allowed peo-
ple to enjoy it.

The Fyke Nature Association
has been instrumental in its preser-
vation since the beginning. Charlie
West, vice president of conserva-
tion, said although the town owns
the property, the Association was
unofficially charged with main-
taining it, with a little help from
borough employees.

The town recognizes what it has
in the Celery Farm. The unique
wildlife sanctuary is visited by
thousands of people each year and
is discovered by naturalists of all
ages who fall in love with its beau-

.“lt’s one of Allendale’s crown
jewels,” Strauch said.

Joe Olivieri’s e-mail address is
olivieri@northjersey.com or phone
201-612-5430
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l’\ FOE OLIVIERT While it might take some time to

WA L URNA take it all in, here are a few note
worthy spots along the trails
The size of the Celery Farm

> daunting, whether it's your first  Must-See Locations
w 50th visat W Warden's Watch. The best view of
There are 1.5 miles of trails to  10-acre Lake Appert is this plat
expiore, as well as two ponds, bogs  form near the entrance of the Cel
and woods to see ery Farm. The Watch juts out into
No one wants 1o miss ar the lake, accessible by a narrow
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yet tmy scenes of nature seem peninsula shaded by trees. This is
rywhere you look the hotspot to watch birds soaring
the season brings above or perched on birdhouses in
mpletely new the lake. Bring a camera - it's
VISHOT. worth it
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The town scoop*

Calendar sales from the The Fyke CALENDAR
Nature Association’s 2007 Celery
m calendar will be placed in
the Celery Farm Land Trust

and earmarked for

rving several more
nd the park. The cost is
Jraphs in the ¢

3C( nt

icres

Coelery
S15 il ///
alendar

were taken in the park and /
- /.
intributed by Fyke Nature (777
Association members. The

dar can be ordered on the

Points along the trail

| Pirle Platform. This platform
boasts a spectacular side view of
the lake. Those birds in the dis
tance from Warden's Watch might
be ready for their close-up over
here

& The Paufine Oxnard Butterfly Gar-
den. It seems surprisingly structured
after walking around in a wildlife
refuge, but the colorful flowers and
awaiting bench make it a great rest
stop. It's also next to a historic trac
tor.

Great Views

® Bob Norman's Bench. There are
several benches dedicated to peo
ple at the Celery Farm and are
often set up near picturesque
views. The bench dedicated to
Norman looks out on a particular
ly scenic view on Lake Appert
along Mayor FitzPatrick Nature
Trail :

m Babbling away. The Allendale
Brook lines the eastern section of
the Mayor FitzPatrick Nature Trail
There are numerous places to
stand or sit to watch the water pass

m Osprey Platform. Built as a local
Scout’s service project, this spot is
on the opposite side of the lake
from Warden’s Watch. You can see
over the tall plants near by.

Take a Closer Look

when they don’t

wam the pubf) to see them.
& No reflections here. There's a
bowl-shaped inlet of the lake in
between Bob Norman's Bench and

YEAR | THE EYES HAVE IT

GARY JUNG/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

There are countless points along the trail where visitors can
glimpse expansive views of the 10-acre lake at the Celery

Farm.

the John F. Brewster Holly Garden.
Trees frame the view of the rest of
the lake. A large rock on the
ground looks inviting while gazing
at green vegetation that makes the
surface look flat.

®m Pick a direction. Two paths
branch off the Mayor FitzPatrick
Nature Trail before Pirie Platform.
One leads to a quiet spot near the
Allendale Brook under a gnarled

tree right out of “Grimm’s Fairy
Tales” The other path leads to
more great shots of the lake.

m Brotherton Bridge. The
lm ination, ially close to

Phair’s Pond. This one crossing the
Allendale Brook is pamcl\:faﬂy
evocative.

The Fyke Nature Association is selling its
2007 Celery Farm calendar, which features
colorful pictures of Allendale’s 107-acre
nature preserve. Proceeds from the sales of
the calendar, which cost $15 each, will be

m Still in Allendale? Want to
you're in the suburbs? No
can be heard or buildings seen
when standing in the middle of a
fork along Suzie’s Trail.
Lake Appert cannot even be seen
from here - it’s all wot;d:g

m The Dead Zone. A bridge
over unstable ground is all that
separates the well-traveled visitor
from tht:xe umm

Joe Olivieri’s e-mail address is
olivieri@northjersey.com or phone
201-612-5430

placed in the Celery Farm Land Trust account
and earmarked for preserving several more
acres around the park. The calendar can be
ordered on the Web site, http://lulu.com/cel-
eryfarm.

Web at www.lulu.com/celeryfarm

Family Portrait Fundraiser is
ing held by The Upper Saddle
River Youth Guidance Council
with Park Ridge MotoPhoto.
Portraits will be taken in the
studio at Park Ridge MotoPhoto.
Appointments are required. To
make an appointment, call

PHOTO COURTESY OF FYKE NATURE ASSOCIATION

(VNHNOr NMOL 9002 ‘12 ¥38W31d3S AVASHNHL



A CROWN JEWEL

Volunteers help crown jewel’ shine

Neighbors of all ages can appreciate nature at the Celery
Farm, which is maintained by the Fyke Nature Association and

the borough of Allendale.

That's one of the things that defines this town.
That 107 acres of nature defines Allendale to
the people who live here, so that’s special.

HUGH CAROLA

BY JONATHAN CHIN
OF TOWN JOURNAL

It's a group of people who do
F()Od deeds without pay and with

ittle recognition.

But if the Fyke Nature Associa-
tion and its dedicated volunteer
efforts did not exist, neither might
the Celery Farm in Allendale.

An organization comprised of
approximately 500 families from
Allendale and other communities,
the Fyke Nature Association serves
as the caretakers of the beloved
Celery Farm.

Each year, volunteers from the
group clean up litter, maintain
trails, spread woodchips to make
walking easier and paint signs at
the nature preserve.

“We're the stewards,” said Hugh
Carola, the land trust director of
the Fyke Nature Association. “A
steward is somebody who looks
after a place for the benefit of the
place itself”

“The Celery Farm is not a park,
it is a preserve,” added Carola, a
member of the group since 1990
and president from 1993 to 2002,

shared a love of nature, a love of
the outdoors”

gdembers pooled their resources
an purchased a property, naming
l l'(‘e Park, ag:e; a brook. The
and has since me Campgaw  jects
Reservation. The p would
adopt the name “Fyke” which isa
net used to catch eels.

Carola explained that the Fyke
Nature Association is a group of
amateur naturalists. They have a

Janice Bryer, Ph.D., nsccu
NJ Hypnocounselor, ‘
2 Board Certified Hypnotherapist

7
-4
x
[
o
0
o
number of - butmz
most known thexrmanagement
of the Celery Farm. m

Save for major construction, the 3
group muwolvedmmmmmpro—
“lfnmvolm:im!mnme
nance, maintenance theneutlﬁ
structures for wood ducks "
that, we do that.” said Carola. :‘
“Our volunteers, we do at least S
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“It is a place where animals live

and we visit.”

FYKE NATURE ASSOCIATION LAND TRUST DIRECTOR, ON THE CELERY FARM

VOLUNTEERS
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one or two cleanups a year there,
so we maintain that 107-acre
nature preserve, in partnership
with the borough of Allendale;” he
added.

The Fyke Nature Association
also provides free environmental
education opportunities for all
ages. It meets the fourth Friday of
the month, from September
through May, except for Decem-

ber, at the Wyckoff Library.

In addition, the organization
coordinates field trips to the Celery
Farm, DeKorte Park in Lyndhurst,
Garrett Mountain Reservation in
West Paterson and other locations
throughout the state.

Most members come from
Allendale, Mahwah, Ramsey,
Ridgewood, Waldwick and Wyck-
off, but they also hail from Hack-
ensack, Moonachie, Teaneck and
even Passaic County.

Carola decided to join after get-
ting into birdwatching. He was

According to Carola, the Fyke
Nature Association was founded in
1952 by residents from Allendale,
Mahwah and

looking for field trips and people to
learn from and heard about the
Celery Farm.

“I thought it was amazing that
this little gem of a natural oasis was
right here in the middle of Bergen
County,” said Carola.

Referring to a painting of the
Celery Farm on Allendale’s Cen-
tennial Wall, he said, “That’s one of
the things that defines this town.
That 107 acres of nature defines
Allendale to the people who live
here, so that’s special”’

He stated that being part of the

organization has “been a lot of fun,
a lot of great people. A lot of peo-
ple who are today real leaders in
New Jersey’s environmental move-
ment came through there”

Carola and other members of
the Fyke Nature Association take
their responsibility of helping pre-
serve the Celery Farm very seri-
ously.

“It's an honor that we have,” he
said. “It’s also neat because so
many people come there, people
with little kids, people of all ages
and everybody enjoys it”

NJ 07450

“They're taking time out of their
busy day and it’s quiet, they're tak-
ing a relaxing walk, they’re looking
at birds, they're enjoying what
there is to see there]” he said.

Annual dues for the Fyke
Nature Association are $20 for
a family membership, $15 for a
single adult. Those interested
in joining can send their name,
address and check to Fyke
Nature Association, P.O. Box
141, Ramsey, NJ 07446.
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Allendale resident Christa Mott with a drawing of a barn at the Celery Farm in Allendale, drawn

by her late husband, John.

A CROWN JEWEL

Artist drawn to Celery Farm's charm

BY JONATHAN CHIN
OF TOWN JOURNAL

The Celery Farm in Allendale
was a source of beauty and inspi-
ration to a late artist.

Before passing away three
ago, Allendale mdent John ﬁ

had drawn several different scenes
from the Celery Farm.

Mott would visit the nature pre-
serve and using pencils and brown
ink - like Leonardo da Vinci - sit
and create various images, includ-

ing that of a barn, a butterfly gar-
den, the lake and the trees.

The Celery Farm meant a great
deal to Mott, according to his wife,
Christa, an Allendale resident who
herself is an artnst and art teacher,

sometimes spinning demon-
strations at 1 Henmtage in Ho-
Ho-Kus.

“It was really his love” she
recalled. “He used to spend a lot of
time during the day walking
around the Celery Farm. It was just
really, really important to him”

Christa said John once spent
over a year riding a bicycle through
Europe and cited freedom as to
why he was so interested in the
Celery Farm.

“You could actually walk
around there, you could spend

your time there to wawh the ani-
mak" she said. “But 1 it
was most the of
being able to work without having
to see any cars or buildings”

SEE ARTIST, PAGE 44
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“He was a very free spirit,” she
added. “He would like the Celery
Farm because of being a free spirit
and liking to be unhampered.”

Like John, Christa is passionate
about the Celery Farm. The couple
would visit the Celery Farm to take
in the sights and sounds of birds.

“I have actually a photo some-
body took while we came down
the stairs from one of the lookouts
and they were kind enough to mail

me one of the photos,” she said. “It
was really very nice, because it was
just before he died”

John'’s drawing of the butterfly
garden was sold to a member of
the Fyke Nature Association for
$250, said Christa.

She has some of his other Celery
Farm drawings in her home, fram-
ing her favorite - that of the barn,
which was torn down in the mid-
1990s.

Christa has also kept a story he
had written about the origins of the
Celery Farm. “When he had an
exhibition, he would put the pic-
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www.djmcentertainment.com

W231810-01

ture up and then he would put the4
story up with it)” she said. |

She had met John at a Rldge-i
wood art school, where she was
modeling and taking classes. The
two lived in Ridgewood and
moved to Allendale in 1963. |

worked for Thomas Edison as one
of the draftsmen for the light bulb.

“He didn’t get a third of the
profits from the bulb, so he quit,”

“Unfortunately, because he j
didn’t want to have 3 percent_” ,
“We would be wealthy if he had
taken the 3 percent,’ she laughed.
“He was supposed to get 3 percent
of the bulb invention investment”
In addition to drawing scenes
from the Celery Farm, John, a
Navy veteran, painted a Mediter-
ranean scene as well as ships
Some of his work can be seen at
BeanTowne Gourmet in Allendale

Jonathan Chin’s e-mail address is
chin@northjersey.com or phone
201-612-5433
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EDITORIAL
Protecting
the future

Tw Celery Farm in Allendale - one of the last sanctuaries
from the teeming hustle and bustle of North Jersey sub-
urbia - celebrates its 25th anniversary this year.

Back on March 30, 1981, the borough of Allendale acquired
what was then 60 acres of undeveloped, untouched and
unspoiled marshland.

Using Green Acres funding and with the help of the New
Jersey Conservation Foundation, the town bought the land
from a developer.

The land could have been developed for any number of uses.
And it would have brought its fair share of ratables to the town.

But Allendale naturalist Stiles Thomas and former Allendale
Mayor Edward FitzPatrick didn’t see it that way.

They led a concerted effort to purchase the property, which
is Now a rarity in an increasingly overdeveloped area.

It’s a lasting reminder of the way Bergen County used to be
- before it became perhaps the most densely populated coun-

ty in the most densely populated state in the nation.

But that's not all. The Celery Farm could be getting even big-
ger and better. Plans are in the works to increase the size of the
Celery Farm, which now spans 107 acres.

It all begs the question - could what happened 25 years ago
happen today? Obviously, there’s a lot less undeveloped land
now than there was in 1981.

However, residents need to nudge borough officials to get on
the ball and protect what is left of open space.

Sure, stringent COAH requirements put pressure on local
governments, forcing them to find space for affordable hous-
ing units.

And developers have the law on their side, having taken gov-
erning bodies to court time and time again so that they can
develop properties.

But borough officials and residents need to think creatively
and demonstrate the same foresight that brought about the
purchase of the Celery Farm 25 years ago.

Communities also need to work with and support organi-
zations such as the Fyke Nature Association, a group of nat-
uralists who have become the caretakers of the Celery Farm.
The organization has also worked tirelessly to obtain and pre-
serve lands.

Using open space for active recreation is all fine and good.
But there also needs to be a portion of it that remains as is —
just like the Celery Farm - for passive uses.

In any case, towns need to take action now - before there’s
nothing left to save.

Letters to Editor Policy

Letters may be edited and may be published, reproduced, or distributed in print,
electronic, or other forms. The views and opinions expressed in letters to the editor
are not necessarily those of Town Journal or its affiliates. Submissions must include a
phone number for verification.

Letters which cannot be verified or are anonymous will not be published. Not all letters
will necessarily be published. Please send your letters to the editor by e-mail to
townjournal@northjersey.com, by fax to 201-612-5436 or by mail to Town Journal,

41 Oak Street, Ridgewood, NJ 07450.
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Picture perfect!

",

GARY JUNG/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

A lush, inviting trail beckons nature lovers and wildlife enthusiasts alike to the Celery Farm in
Allendale. Share your favorite photo with our readers. E-mail the Editor, Debi Pittman Wilkey,
at wilkey@northjersey.com and we'll publish in future issues of Town Journal.

‘If I had known all this was only a mile and a half from my house, I
would have come to the Celery Farm more often. Today I'm here for some
photography. There’s a good opportunity to see the birds, take a few pho-
tographs!

Chris Gottlieb
Ramsey
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“We're here mostly for
photography. Seeing
the wildlife.”
MICHAEL CASSIDY
OAKLAND

“I come here regu

larly.
We're walkers and like
nature.”

ANGEL HERNANDEZ
ALLENDALE

STREET TALK

“It’s a nice place to

walk and get exercise.”

RON FILOMENO
WALDWICK

“Birds!”
DAVE RISAVY
POMPTON LAKES

“What brings you to the Celery Farm?”

STREET TALK/JOE OLIVIERI

“This is my first time
here and | enjoy the
birds. It’s a beautiful
piece of nature in the

middle of the suburbs.”

ABINA WOOD

NEWARK

VICKY RISAVY
POMPTON LAKES
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